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                                     Grace:

The World’s Eros Love in Action            God's Agape Love in Action


Eros

Humanity's effort to ascend to God

Finds its source in humanity

Wills to have and to possess,                                                                   resting on a sense of need

Eros, when it appears in humanity, is a love fashioned & defined by human love

Is determined by & dependent upon the quality of its object, its beauty and value, hence it is not spontaneous but caused & called forth by the value of its object.

Recognizes value in its object                                                                       and therefore loves it

The Church, waiting for pre-Christians to come to her and to Christ
"Only one who is deserving of love can be loved"   Aristotle
"Love is for the lovely."  Plato

“The child on camera should be 
flawless in image, internal feelings,
and expression," Chen Qigang
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Agape

Freely comes down from above

Finds its source in God

Freely gives & spends, for it rests upon God's riches

When it is applied to God, is a love that takes its form from God's own love. It’s as constant as God’s heart, and not based in our feelings.

Agape is sovereign & independent with regard to its object & is poured out on the evil & the good; hence it is spontaneous & uncaused by its object, bestowing itself on those unworthy of it.

Loves and creates value in its object

The Church, going out to pre-Christians to invite them to Christ
“Follow Me, and I will make you...” Mt. 4:19

“The Lord did not choose you & lavish His love on you because you were larger or greater than other nations, for you were the smallest of all nations! It was simply because the Lord loves you.” Deut 7:7-8

“In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us & sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”        I Jn. 4:10

“…the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.” Jn. 6:37b
"I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness.” Jer. 31:3
